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Once Upon A Time ... 


... A rocket from Earth crashed far, far away. The pilot found herself 
lost on the planet Eternia. 

Eternia looked like Earth. But magie and strange beasts and 
wonderful machines filled this world. 

The Earth woman Marlena married Eternia’s King Randor. They 
had a son, Prince Adam. The Prince grew up in the pałace, but the 
secret of his destiny was locked inside Castle Grayskull along with 
the ancient secrets of Eternia. 

The guardian of Castle Grayskull was Sorceress. She kept 
watch over Eternia, flying as the falcon Zoar, and used her mysti- 
cal powers to defend the side of goodness. 

It was Sorceress who told Prince Adam his destiny and gave 
him the Power Sword. With it, he became He-Man, the most 



powerful man in the universe and the protector of Castle 
Grayskull. Prince AdanrTs pet tiger Cringer turned into the mighty 
Battle Cat, He-Man’s faithful companion. 

Only Orko, the court magician, and Man-at-Arms, He-Man’s 
best friend, knew this secret. Even Prince Adam’s parents and 
Teela, captain of the guard, saw him only as the prince of Eternia. 
Prince Adam kept his secret because danger lived on Eternia. 

On one side of the planet, the sun never shined. There, inside 
Snake Mountain, the wicked Skeletor planned new ways to find 



out Castle GrayskulFs secrets. And still others with bad intentions 
waited on other worlds, ready to disturb Eternia’s peaceful way 
of life. 

Against them all stood only He-Man and the Masters of the 
Universe! 
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Lyome on, Prince Adam, faster!” 

Teela’s jet scooter screamed over the courtyard. Behind her, 
Prince Adam tried to catch up. 

“I-I-I cant watch,” Cringer said. The scared tiger held a string for 
the finish linę. 

“You both should slow down. S-s-someone could get hur--” 
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Teela and Prince Adam raced neck-and-neck. Next to Cringer, 
a door opened. There stood King Randor with Ramjah, leader of 
the fishermen. 

“But Ramjah,” King Randor said. “Why are your people angry at 
the farmers? You should learn to get along together.” 

The king and his guest stepped into the courtyard. Teela and 
Prince Adam had no time to stop! 

“Look out!” Teela shouted. 
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The racers just missed a hay 
wagon. The wagon swerved and hay 
flew everywhere! 

“N-n-now yoiTre in trouble,” Cringer 
said. He tried to crawl away. 

“Not so fast, Cringer,” Man-at-Arms 
said. “Prince Adam and Teela need 
your help to clean up this mess. 

“Prince Adam and Teela, take 
this hay to the horses. It’s time 
you two learned to work 
together as a team.” 
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“Why carft everyone get along?” King Randor asked Ramjah. 
“Like you and Ar-Bor, chief of the farmers. You could be friends if 
you tried.” 

“Never!” Ramjah said. He banged his spear in anger. “We fish 
the River of Rain. Water scares the farmers. They are not brave 
and strong like us!” 

The hay was back on the wagon. 
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“Race you to the stable!” Prince Adam yelled. 

“Oh, no. Here we go again,” Cringer said. 

But this race ended when Prince Adam saw Sy-Klone. The 
human tornado was worried. 

“Earthquakes are shaking the Mystic Mountains,” Sy-Klone 
said. “There are lots of them near the start of the River of Rain.” 
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High in the Mystic Mountains, the ground shook. But earth- 
quakes were not the cause. This was the work of Skeletor. He 
laughed as Land Shark ripped into the ground. 

“It’s musie to my ears” Skeletor said. 

“Just a little morę and the new river will be done. Soon the 
River of Rain will be a river of ruin!” 



Blasts from Land Shark madę huge rocks fali and błock the 
river. The river water flowed into the new path that Skeletor dug. 

“The river flows where I want it to,” Skeletor said. 

“Nothing can stop my plan now.” 
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The farmers lived in the valley below the Mystic Mountains. 
Prince Adam and his friends flew there to learn about the 
earthquakes. 

“Ramjah’s fishermen are to blame,” said Ar-Bor, chief of the 
farmers. “The Man in the Mountain doesn’t want them fishing his 
river. This is his warning.” 

“A man in the mountain?” Teela asked: 

“lt’s e legend,” Prince Adam said. 

“But the dislike between the farmers and the fishermen is no 
legend. It’s real.” 
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“We could fly up to the mountains,” Sy-Klone said. “But there is 
too much fog.” 

Suddenly, a great roar filled the air. A tali wali of water rushed 
toward them! 
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Teela flew her Wind Raider to safety. But Prince Adam 
could not get to his in time. 

“I have only one chance,” he thought. The huge 
wave shadowed Prince Adam. 

“By the power of Grayskull,” he cried 

“IHAVE THE POWER!” 
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The roaring river could not stop He-Man. When he reached 
shore, he saw Teela searching for Prince Adam. 

“Teela, over here!” He-Man yelled. 

“Is Prince Adam all right?” she asked. 

“He took Wind Raider to get help,” He-Man answered. He 
hopped onto the back of Teela’s flyer. 

“We must help those farmers. Come on!” 
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He-Man, Teela and Sy-Klone teamed up for the rescue. Sy- 
Klone looked for those in need. Teela flew Wind Raider. He-Man 
pulled people out of the water. 

“Thank you, He-Man,” Ar-Bor said. “Our farms are under water. 
But we are safe. We are afraid of the water. But not even the Man in 
the Mountain can stop you.” 
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“I could not have done it without my friends,” He-Man said. 
“But I wonder. Is the Man in the Mountain really the cause?” 

Ar-Bor answered He-Man’s question several days later. 

“It’s a message from Ar-Bor,” Sy-Klone told He-Man. “He says 
beasts are attacking. He thinks it’s the Man in the Mountain.” 
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“lt’s time to find out about this Man in the Mountain,” 

He-Man said. 

Once again the heroes flew to the valley. But fog still kept the 
mountairYs secret. The valley, though, was indeed being overrun 
by beasts! 

“The fog can’t hide those beasts,” Teela said. 

“I’ve never seen so many before.” 

“Let’s round them up ” 

He-Man said. 
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The chase was on! When the animals saw the new river, they 
jumped into the water and floated downstream. 

“Thank you again, He-Man,” Ar-Bor said. “We hope the Man in 
the Mountain is done. It is he who sent the beasts. But there will be 
morę trouble if the fishermen make him angry.” 

“Carrt you be friends with the fishermen?” He-Man asked. 






18 



“No!” Ar-Bor said. “The fishermen smell as awful as their fish. 
We cannot be their friends. The Man in the Mountain will hurt us.” 
From the bushes, a voice spoke. 

“Your problem is not a man in a mountain,” the voice said. 

“Who speaks?” Ar-Bor asked. “I see no one.” 
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A green man stepped from the bushes. 

“I am Moss Man. I can hide anywhere. I blend in among the 
plants and trees of the forest.” 

“Hello, Moss Man,” He-Man said. 

“I know you can tell us about those beasts.” 

“They followed the river here,” Moss Man said. “Water is their 
home. The old riverbed is dry.” 
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“You see!” Ar-Bor cried. “The Man in the Mountain punishes 
Ramjah and the fishermen!” 

“It’s not a man,” Moss Man said. “It’s Skeletor! His men are all 
over the forest.” 

“Ramjah could be in trouble!” He-Man said. 

“Ar-Bor, I know you don’t like Ramjah. But will you help us?” 
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“Yes,” Ar-Bor answered. “But only because you have helped us 
so much, He-Man.” 

“Good,” He-Man said. “Let’s take Bashasaurus.” 

Moss Man scouted ahead. He blended into the forest so well 
that not even the animals saw him move through the trees. 

“We are close to Ramjah’s village, He-Man,” Moss Man said. 
“Something is very wrong.” 
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They sneaked up on the village. They saw that Skeletor was 
making the fishermen dig a large hole. 

Snakes crawled around Skeletor’s feet. Kobra Khan, wicked 
master of snakes, looked on with a twisted smile. 

“Exce!l@nt, Kobra Khan ” Skeletor said. 

“Snakes are the only thing I like morę than doing evil” 
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“Work harder!” Skeletor yelled at Ramjah. 

“You’d better find the Eternium tomorrow. Spikor! Webstor! 
Chain them up for the nightl” 

“So that’s Skeletor’s plan,” He-Man whispered. 

“He changed the river so he could minę Eternium, a magical 
source of power. With EtemiunrTs power, Skeletor could rule 
all of Eternia!” 
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“Only Spikor and Webstor are guarding the fishermen,” Teela 
said. “We can give Skeletor a surprise he won’t like.” 

Spikor and Webstor weren’t watching Ramjah and his people. 
Instead, they were arguing. 

“Let’s see what the catch of the day is,” Teela said. 

She began to swing a net over her head. 

“Watch out,” Sy-Klone warned. “Don’t get near Spikor’s spikes.” 

Teela sneaked up behind Spikor. She threw the net over him. 

“Hołd on, Teela,” Moss Man said. ‘Tli take care of his spikes.” 

Moss Man picked up a log and pushed it toward Spikor until 
it was stuck solidly onto Spikor’s spikes. Skeletor’s dangerous 
warrior was madę helpless. 



25 








26 



Webstor prepared to use his hook against the heroes. 

“How do you like my hook, green one?” he asked. Before 
Webstor could use his hook against Moss Man, Ar-Bor caught it 
with his pitchfork. He pulled the ropę away. 
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“It s time to give you the hook, Webstor, 
Sy-Klone said. The human tornado took off 
with the ropę. 'Round and 'round he flew. 
Webstor was tied up with his own ropę! 
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He-Man broke the chains that bound Ramjah and his people. 
The fishermen were free! He-Man tied the chains around Webstor 
and Spikor. 

“Thankyou, He-Man,” Ramjah said. “And thankyou, too, Ar-Bor. 
We were wrong about you. How can I help?” 

“The river hurt the farmers’ fields He-Man said. 

“We must get the water back there. But the fog keeps us off 
the mountain.” 

“You need a strong wind,” Ramjah said. “It always blows away 
the fog on the river.” 
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“I know where to find a wind,” He-Man said. 

“Teela, help the others to high ground. Sy-Klone and I have a 
mountain to visit.” 

They rode Bashasaurus all night. The sun was rising when they 
reached the Mystic Mountains. Fog still hid the hills. 

“One wind, coming right up,” Sy-Klone said. The human 
tornado took off. 
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Sy-Klone’s wind lifted the fog. He-Man rode Bashasaurus up 
the mountain. At the top, he found Skeletor’s dam of rocks. 

“We must knock a hole In those rocks,” He-Man said. 
“Stand back, Sy-Klone.” 

He-Man gave the dam a super-punch. The rocks flew, but didn’t 
fali. Sy-Klone flew into the wali. But it stood still. 

“Bashasaurus can break through,” He-Man said. 

“But can I get it away in time?” 
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He-Man rode the mighty machinę toward the rocks. 

“Here goes!” He-Man said. The bashing arm knocked the dam 
again and again. 

The wali cracked. Water dripped between the Stones. He-Man 
drove Bashasaurus out of the way and walked back to the dam. 
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“It needs some help,” Sy-Klone said. 

He-Man gave the dam his strongest thunder punch! This time 
the wali that Skeletor built tell down. A river of rocks and water 
washed toward He-Man. 

Sy-Klone flew into the air, whirling with great speed. His wind 
blew the water away from He-Man. 
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“|’ll make surę the river goes where it’s supposed to,” Sy-Klone 

said. “See you at Ramjah’s village!” 

He-Man rode Bashasaurus down the mountain. He didn’t stop 
until he saw Skeletor. Skeletor and his men were stuck in the mud! 
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“He-Man!” Skeletor yelled. 

“You ruined the minę. HI get you for this! Attack!” 

Sy-Klone helped He-Man by blowing the mud all over Skeletor 
and his men. Skeletor was angrier than ever. He jumped on Land 
Shark and threatened He-Man. 

“Let’s just see if you think my Land Shark’s bite is so funny ” 

Skeletor said. 


0 
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“You need a bath, Skeletor,” He-Man said. Bashasaurus’ 
bashing arm splashed water all over Land Shark. Skeletor tried to 
start the machinę. But it was too wet. 

“Your shark can’t swim, Skeletor,” He-Man said. 

“And you are all wet, too.” 
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“HI get even with you, He-Man,” Skeletor shouted 
“Come on, you fools. Push Land Shark back to Snake Moun- 
tain. III make Land Shark stronger than ever.” 

Many snakes nipped at Skeletor’s men as they pushed. These 
snakes didn’t like being cold and wet, either. 



With He-Man’s help, the fishermen and farmers worked to- 
gether. Ramjah’s people helped the farmers plant new fields. 
Ar-Bor’s people helped the fishermen fix their village. 

Finally, the work was done. They had a big party. He-Man and 
his friends were the special guests. 













“Thank you, He-Man,” Ramjah said. “Without your help, we 
would still be Skeletor’s slaves.” 

“And our fields would be under water,” Ar-Bor said. “Here’s to 
He-Man. We’re grateful to you.” 

“It wasn t just me,” He-Man said. 

“I could not have done it without my friends. Together we 
make quite a team.” 
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“We should thank Skeletor for discovering the Eternium,” 
He-Man said. “Man-at-Arms can show you how to minę it 
safely. Both villages can work the minę. Everyone can use the 
Eternium and put its power to good use-except Skeletor.” 
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“Hearhear, He-Man,” Man-at-Arms said. “IthinkTeelalearned a 
lesson about doing things together. DidrTt you, daughter?” 

“Yes, I have, Father. I just wish Prince Adam were here to learn it, 
too,” she said. 

Man-at-Arms and He-Man just winked at each other. 


THE END 
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Open this book and enter a world where anything can happen. 

Tum the pages and discover Eternia, an enchanted world of magie and 
adventure. Help He-Man and the forces of Good. Join your favorite charac- 
ters—and new ones you’ve never met before. 

But be careful. Watch out for Skeletor and a whole new batch of bad guys. 

Welcome to the fun and exciting world of Masters of the Universe Story- 
books. 


IHAVE THE POWER 


How did He-Man discover the secrets of Castle Grayskull? Learn how Prince 
Adam found his Power Sword—and what he did when Skeletor took it to Snake 
Mountain. 


SKELETOR’S FLOWER OF POWER 


What happens when Skeletor gives Orko a gift that grows only trouble? 
He-Man must journey to another world for help. Will he discover the answer 
—and will he return to the pałace in time? 


HE-MAN SMELLS TROUBLE 

Something smells funny on Eternia. Robots from space land with all the 
knowledge in the universe. Can He-Man stop Skeletor from blowing up the 
secrets? 


THE RIVEROF RUIN 

A happy land falls under Skeletor’s spell. He-Man must move mountains to 
solve the mystery. Skeletor may win unless He-Man convinces the farmers and 
the fishermen to end their feud. 

TEELAS SECRET 

When Teela longs to learn who her mother is, Skeletor gives her an answer. 
He-Man must teach Skeletor a lesson and somehow get Teela away from 
Snake Mountain. 


THE HORDĘ 

A strange, new band of warriors from another world invades Eternia. Ti iey 
mean trouble for both He-Man and Skeletor! Can He-Man find the power to 
stop them? 
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